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of William Morris that he preached the doctrines
of socialism while he was a prosperous manu-
facturer ; but I see that -he was perfectly con-
sistent There is no justice, for instance, about
the principle of disarmament, unless all nations
loyally disarm at the same time, A person cannot
be called upon to strip himself of his personal
property for disinterested reasons, if he feels that
he is surrounded by people who would use the
spoils for their own interest. The process must
be carried out by a sincere majority, who may
then coerce the selfish minority. I have no con-
ception what I should do with my money if I
determined that I ought not to possess it. It
ought not to be applied to any public purpose,
because under a socialist regime all public insti-
tutions would be supported by the public, and
they ought not to depend upon private generosity.
Still less do I think that it ought to be divided
among individuals, because, if they were disinterested
persons, they ought to refuse to accept it. The
only good reason I should have for disencumbering
myself of my possessions would be that I might
set a good example of the simple life, by working
hard for a livelihood, which is exactly what I do ;
and my only misfortune is that my earnings and
the interest of my accumulated earnings produce
a sum which is far larger than the average man
ought to possess. Thus the difficulty is a very
real one. Moreover the evil of personal property